





The Apple II family, whose

Al
HOLI D AY form-factor had been largely
unchanged since its introduct
GI e I GUIDE -ion in 1977, added a new
member in 1984. The Apple

Beiore you journey into the recesses of your local shopping mall this season,

thumb through our helpful guide. From whimsical stocking stuffers to practical IIC (Compact) Shrank the Size
peripherals, we know you'll find something for every Apple fan on your list.

of the Apple II dramatically,
adding a built-in floppy drive and including major peri-
pheral devices (such as a serial port) on the main logic
board, in order to eliminate the need for expansion slots.

A direct response to new competitors such as the
PCjr, the Apple Ilc was not as successful as IBM’s
new offering in the short term, but arguably had
greater longevity, still having many fans today.

Its “standard” display was a g-inch
monochrome CRT; Apple would
release a colour version, and a mono
LCD panel that made the IIc more
“portable” (although still requiring
an external power source.)

The Apple Ilc was the first machine
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The Macintosh, however, was the
e tOS Out true Apple star of 1984. The brain-
child of Jef Raskin and Steve Jobs,

0 the Macintosh was the first attempt
e at a true “appliance” computer --
o _ one that a user required no fore-

knowledge to use - and it was large-
ly successful at it, providing a com-
pletely mouse-based operating sys-
tem and (eventually) a suite of
applications that covered practically
every home, school and office com-
puting task.
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Where the Macintosh would really
shine would be in the desktop pub-
‘ lishing arena, where its WYSIWYG
a1 \ L =d W J (what you see is what you get) int-

' Y erface would endear it to graph-
ic designers, who had struggled
with pen-and-ink drawing and

cut-and-paste layup for all of pub-
lishing’s preceding history. This
market would keep the Macintosh
alive during the “dark days” of the
mid-1990s, when Windows ruled.

MacTote:
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IBM’s first attempt to enter the home comput-
er market, the PCjr (PC junior) was released in"
early 1984 sporting improved graphics modes and three-voice sound that
made it more competitive with other home computers of the day, such as
the Commodore 64. However, at over $1200US without monitor, it was sub-
stantially more expensive than other computers available on the market,
and it struggled, selling just 500,000 before being discontinued in 1985.

Tandy would release an IBM compatible PC
of its own. The Model 1000, like the PCjr, had
16-colour graphics and 3-voice sound, but
also had a “real” keyboard and two floppy
drive bays. Games that supported “Tandy
graphics” (called that despite the graphics
mode’s introduction with the PCjr) became
fairly common, until widespread adoption of

Previously in the low-end hi-fi and TV business,
Amstrad entered the UK home computer market
with its CPC 464. The CPC came with its own
monitor, which also served as the power supply
for the computer. It had a 4mhz Z80 CPU and
64K of RAM, 27 colours and 3-voice sound.
Amstrad would sell 2 million CPC 464’s, and foll-
owed it up with models that had disk drives

and 128K of RAM.

These later mod-
els supported the
CP/M operating
system, making
them attractive
to business users.

The CPC line
was discontinued
in 1990.

Sinclair released an upgrade to its
popular Spectrum computer, with
an improved keyboard.

This was a big deal!
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Many was the time I had not shared the
enthusiasm of a marketing director for a
new product. And I had come to Fort
Worth with absolutely no idea what I
was tosee.

From Mr. Juge’s office on the 17th
floor of Tandy Center, you can se¢ prac-
tically to North Dakota. Ed himselfis a
softspoken, likable fella with the rugged,
handsome Texas look of a Governor
Connally. When he took me tolunch ata
shack on the edge of town called The Pit
for the best barbecue I ever tasted, I
knew we would get along wel

Jugeis proud of Tandy, and he s
proud of the contribution of Texas tothe
high techindustry. As well he
A New Yorker 0 the core, I faced my
first visit to Texas with a bit of trepida-
tion. What I met was a group of savvy,
intelligent, and motivated people whose.
hospitality is genuine and comes natu-
rally. Texas just may be where America
really lives.

“Ah think you're gonna lack what

couldn't have picked a better time to
visit Fort Worth. It was 111 in the
shade, and the Republican National
Convention was in town. Sitting in
bumper-to-bumper traffic in the middle
ofthe day, Irolled down the windowand
pleasantly accosted the driverin the car
nexttome.
“Wow! I it always like this at this
time of day?”
“Naw. The prezdintis comin’. They

Radio Shack as you read this, is the ma-
awl but shet down thirta-fahv. The spill- | chine IBM was too inept, incapable, or
overain't heppin’ things none.” | afraid to manufacture. It is sure to put a

My luck. Last time I was in San | whopping dent not only into PCjr sales,
Francisco I couldn't get across town | butintosales of the PC “senior as well
because of the Queen of England. ks o T

o Serve Them All My Days

Lone Star Savvy, ‘Asownersof PCsand jrs well know,
Sociabil hen you buy an IBM machine, you
have justbegun yourindenture. You will
soon need a graphics adapter, whether
‘monochrome or color; a printer card of

Ed Juge, director of market plan-
ning for Tandy, had promised the trip
‘would be worth it. T hoped he was right
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THE MUSIC
IN YOU.
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The INCREDIBLE MUSICRL REYBORRD

transforms your computer into an
exciting musical instrument.

The keyboard overlay pictured above allowed
a Commodore 64 owner (with the appropriate
software) to “play” a two-octave keyboard,
sound courtesy of the 64s on-board SID music
synthesizer.

These are still used by chiptune musicians today,
particularly in live performances, and can be
hard to find.

Other options for modern retro-musicians incl-
ude cartridges that provide MIDI support.

2 2 20N %

This MSX (an open hardware architecure
" used by Japanese manfacturers and pop-
ular in Asia and South America)-based
computer featured a built-in stereo FM
synthesizer with a number of pre-defined
instruments, MIDI support and an exter-
nal musical keyboard.

Cartridges provided musical sequencing
software and additional instruments.

| The CX-5M could also program the DX7.
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RST OFFICIAL ACTION/STRATEGY COMPUTER GAME

WIN* a free trip for two to New York City; Dinner with the
staff of MAD Magazine and a guest appearance in MAD.
FREE Subscriptions to MAD to the first 1000 purchasers of
SPY VS. SPY to send in completed warranty card.

Mo purchase ncossar. e by . =
avai = BLE ON DISK FOR COMMODORE 64™,
L < . IES, AND ATARI® HOME COMPUTERS.

EW GAMES FORTHE C-64 AND SPECTRUM 45,

 wien WARNER SOFTWARE, INC.

MAD Magazine’s popular Spy vs. Spy comic series came to
life in video-game form, allowing two players to battle sim-
! ultaneously in their attempts to solve the puzzle and escape
the game. Or you could just keep killing each other until
Pl the time ran out. But Spy vs. Spy wasn’t the only cartoonto  Dallas..Quest? This graphical
get the video-game treatment... “Calling Danger Mouse...” text adventure had you play-
/4 ing a detective tasked with
travelling to South America
The Hulk would also get a turn in a graphical text- to recoyera map of an oilfield
adventure designed by Scott Adams. Unfortunately Jock.Ewmg discovered before
the cool-forthe-time graphics appear to have eaten he died.
up the space a storyline could have used, and it’s not
the most engaging game. But the advertisement was
awesome!

J.R., of course, tries to stop
you...

The Fall Guy and The Dukes
of Hazzard also got games, but
unlike the positive reviews
Dallas Quest received, their
o 4, ek R = reception was mixed and the
IMPOSSIBLE MISSION. Ranked by the readers of magazine Zzap!64 as the best games were deemed mediocre. i
YOUR MISSION-TO SAVE “"quk,l'% Commodore 64 game in 1985, Impossible Mission was o T i ot ety
£ S almost universally applauded. Taking on the role of a {3 Sgores o colowital scencs.
secret agent sent z,n tI:)pstop an evil gegnius, you need to 5 eqgpo EEE potssor
recover pieces of a password by searching rooms infest-
ed with killer robots.

il

The Commodore 64 version had digital speech, includ-
ing a lifelike scream when the protagonist falls to his
death.

Buoyed by Jumpman’s overwhelming success, Epyx would
release a number of games over 1984, including a head-to-
head sequel to Pitstop, and a game centered around the
1980s “breakdancing” fad.

DRACORESS OF PR . > ROBOTSOEDAWN, ' pecausk AGRAGNG
.  BOOKBYISAACASIMOV. P |
< s .COMP““R GAME BY EPYX. 2 |Sl|°TA SOLO SPORT.
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Strategy Games or the Action-Game Player



You could win:

Getevenmore & <
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adventures— GRAND PRIZE: | ¥[8 s Brec » books were a series of Hardy Boys-esque
by winning a it mysteries that were solved (by the reader and the protagonists
computer Of and modem (retail value R R .
your own! Il simultaneously) with BASIC computer programs. Typically,
Youalreay know sbout e BYTES 750 Seeusttierdlll solutions involved working out math or word problems, or
ing series of stories you solve your- e = with: disk drive and modem
selfwith the help of ahome com- (retail value over $500)

more complex situations, like decoding morse code.

puter. Imagine how much fun it
would be if that computer were

yours! Here's your chance. THIRD PRIZE:

Look fora BYTES BROTHERS One Commodore

book display and pick up your 64~ Computer and
Entry Form—or put your name L4 modem (retail value
a?gazrjeziress on aplain piece over $250)
o 8 T

c“M P“T En El" EAWAY c“l “TEST Alex Rogen was a he never suspected

small town boy with that tonight
Prizes will be awarded to the first three coupons drawn at random. No purchase necessary to win. All entries must be big time dreams. 2 he would
postmarked no later than February 15, 1985. Chances of winning depend upon number of entrants. Send all entries to: But in his 3 e The

Q5 BANTAM BOOKS BYTES BROTHERS COMPUTER GIVEAWAY CONTEST wildest dreams, €. 1 2 Last Starfighter.

Dept. LP-EN, 666 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10103
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“real”... sort of. The film’s protagon-
With a digitally-sampled shout of “Ghostbusters” ist is recruited by the alien race who created the
that sounds suspiciously like the voice from Sirius titular video game, and it’s off to space-faring
Software’s Plasmania, and a full chiptune rendition adventure. Electric Dreams, meanwhile, is a fun
of the Ghostbusters theme, many people never act- romance involving an intelligent computer -
ually played the game, but only ever booted 4 P but its pacing isn’t the best and it suffered from
the disk for its introduction. : poor reviews.
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The Motorola DynaTAC hit the
market in 1984, but at $3,995 (over
$9200 2017 dollars) it was by no
means mainstream. (Also, there
weren’t very many mobile phone
towers in 1984!)

It took ten hours to charge and
gave you thirty minutes talk time,
and weighed as much as a clay-
fired brick, but your other choices
for on-the-go communications
were limited to car phones or pay-
phones...

.80 it was still pretty cool.

/

<

A variety of toy robots began
to appear in the mid-1980s.
The Tomy Omnibot allowed
users to record series of com-
mands to a cassette tape,
which could then be played
back. It also had a built-in
timer that could trigger
playback at specified times.

Another robot, ER.ED.,
could be programmed using
LOGO on a home computer.
It could also hold a pen and
draw as it moved, replicating
what was on your LOGO
screen.
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The 1:10 scaled off-road dune-
buggy saw 4WD models appear
in 1984, which quickly domin-
ated older 2WD competitors and
forced the creation of separate
racing categories.

CASIO  multi Lingual DATA K
10 Year Battery

One of the first PDAs, the Casio
Databank watch allowed you

to store contact information as
well as perform calculator funct-
ions.

Home CD player adoption
was increasing, and consu-
mers began demanding
portable playback opt-
ions for their grow-
ing CD collect-
ions.

Sony’s D-50, later
branded the Discman,
would father a long line of
portable CD players.

Inexpensive colour printing gave over-achieving students
yet another way to surprise their teachers.

PERSONAL COLOR PRINTER UNDER $250.

And while your imagination is soaring. you'l
be glad to know that your new printer can keep
right up with it The new OKIMATE 10 is built
with the same tradition of quality and manufac-
turing excellence that has made Okidata the

patible with a variety of software packages that
will run on your Atari ar ommodore with a
simple disk drive. Just

Creating original
bty anall and Bhtweight And they made®  Trations and
et o5 2 hisper. Bt thelr maginaton dict pictures. Drawing

top there. To help you special graphics.

And printing them

all beautifully for

everyone. On most
kinds of paper. In over

26 beautiul colors!

available at re-
tailers everywhere ¢
for less than $250. *
Something that |
should make

every personal

budget tickled
pink.

Color your world.
If you've been playing games on your &

personal computer. now you can

get serious and stil have fun. The new

OKIMATE 10 is completely com-
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Content for this special mini-issue came from the following formally copyrighted sources:

BYTE December 1984

Antic December 1984

Compute! December 1984
Compute’s Gazette December 1984

Computers and Video Games December 1984

Electronic Fun with Computers and Games December 1984

Enter December / January 1984
Hardcore December 1984

inCider December 1984

Modern Electronics December 1984
Rainbow December 1984

TV Gamer December 1984

Your64 December 1984

Your Computer December 1984
ZXComputing December 1984

Thank
You!

Other sources include Wikipedia, Flickr, eBay and Google Images.

Paleotronic Magazine uses out-of-print magazine articles, vintage product advertisements,

stock product images and other freely-available image assets for educational, transformative,

artistic and critique purposes, covered by fair-use provisions in most countries. We value and

thank the creators of these assets for their efforts, and will do our best to use their creations

in the way in which their creators intended: to inform and to encourage readers and viewers

to explore vintage technologies.

In that spirit, Paleotronic Magazine only copyrights the wholly original (not transformative)

text and image content of our publications, and only for a period of five years after the date

of publication. After that time, our works will fall into the public domain, so that others may

carry on in a similar vein. It is not our intention to unfairly profit off of the efforts of others,

only to make their works relevant once again so that they are not forgotten, and continue to

have an impact on the public sphere.

hard core V'

THE JOURNAL
OF THE
BRITISH APPLE
SYSTEMS
USER BROUP
®

December 1984 £1 VOLUME 4 No. &

1

MERRP
CHRISTMAS




)
.

2

2. ;//;/
2/l

RN TR DY

N

TR

) S
D 7 2arh 1AL 77
&k
"’7;;///, ‘o
2) L85/ £/ /iR

Y

=

‘<




